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those who have no redeeming qualities, and of whom no encouraging 
word is to be said, M. About takes no notice. He blames only those 
whom he can conscientiously praise. A very few wholly escape 
censure. The master-artists are scarcely half a dozen. The greatest 
are first noticed and most elaborately criticised, while to the host of 
minor brethren only single pages or paragraphs are given. The 
criticisms are so arranged as to preclude fatigue, and the volume is 
very far from being a mere illustrated catalogue. M. About varies 
his subject constantly, passing from small paintings to large, from his- 
tory to landscape, from landscape to allegory, from allegory to por- 
trait, thence perhaps to still life and back again to history, inter- 
spersing chapters on sculpture, drawing, architecture, engraving, and 
the like, and thus giving to his work all the charm of a brilliant sketch- 
book. 

One or two specimens of M. About's pithy comments will show the 
quality of the book. " The public," says he, " calls anything weU 
drawn which seems to it to he finished. But, good friends, it is not the 
end which makes drawings remarkable, it is the beginning." Speak- 
ing of Gerard Dow, whose exquisite ftnish so many admire, he ex- 
claims : " That man a designer ! Not at all ; his place is not in the 
catalogue of artists, but in the calendar of saints. Patience is a virtue, 
but genius is a gift. Gerard Dow is a hero of the Simon Stylites kind. 
He has gained heaven, and nothing more." Speaking of the class of 
copyists and imitators, he says : " Nature, in the hands of these people, 
is like the milk carried into the great cities by the milkmen. At every 
stopping-place they take off a little cream and add a little water, till, 
at the end of the route, the cans are full of pure water and all the 
cream is left on the way." He mentions as the fault of M. Jadin that 
he not only imitates others, but constantly attempts to reproduce his 
own former paintings. " Now the imitation of one's self is a mistake as 
fatal as the imitation of another." " M. Jacquemart exhibits a lion, as in 
1855. It seems that he must give us a lion at every exhibition, as 
pullets of a good breed lay an egg every day." Criticising the stiff 
attitudes of M. Benonville's landscapes, he remarks : " In no part of 
the world do men take the position of a statue to dance a rigadoon. 
One does not mount on stilts to gather meadow posies." 



2. — La Turquie et ses Dijferents Peuples. Par Henri Mathieu. 
In 2 vols. Paris. 8vo. pp. 784. 

M. Mathieu's work upon the Turkish Empire is at once the most 
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comprehensive, accurate, and readable of the numerous treatises upon 
that theme which have lately come under our notice. He is not alto- 
gether a Philhellene, nor does he express perfect confidence in the 
practicability of a new Greek empire in Byzantium ; but his theory in 
regard to the Turkish government is substantially that of the late Czar. 
Turkey is " a sick man," and the end is near at hand. The Turks are 
an effete race, unable and unfit any longer to hold sway in the East, 
and their downfall is inevitable, in spite of the temporary relief which 
the Western powers may bring. No supply of French or English 
crutches can hold up much longer this decrepit and tottering dotard. 
This is M. Mathieu's theory, and he proves it by an ample array of 
facts and a very able historical survey. 

The first volume of his work is devoted to an historical sketch of 
the Turkish race, conquests, and dominion, from the most distant ages 
to the present, time. The barbaric tribes, whose fusion has given rise 
to this composite stock, are finely grouped ; and if the ethnological argu- 
ment be regarded as not wholly satisfactory, it must at least be ac- 
cepted as plausible and praised as ingenious. He condemns as errone- 
ous the prevalent notion that the Turks are only a scion of a Central 
Asian tribe, and maintains that the blood of Goths and Greeks is 
mingled in their veins with that of more savage races. Their rise and 
growth as a dominant race, and their victories first over the Arabs and 
Persians, and then over the Greeks, are skilfully traced, and we have 
an impartial estimate of the character of each Sultan in the long line, 
and the influence of each reign. M. Mathieu's careful study of Turk- 
ish polity has enabled him to offer many novel views of traditional 
customs. Occasionally we discover mistakes of statement, as where he 
attributes the Catholic prayer of the " Angelus " to the terror which the 
progress of the Turks aroused, and assigns its origin to a bull of Pope 
Calixtus, in the fifteenth century. The " Angelus " was in existence 
more than a century before the time of Calixtus, and had quite a differ- 
ent origin. It is not correct, again, to say, as M. Mathieu does, that 
Mahomet was the first person who taught the " Immaculate Concep- 
tion." That opinion is only an inference from an obscure note in 
Sale's Koran. There is nothing in the text of the Koran which can 
be fairly construed into a statement of the doctrine. Moreover, by 
several writers of the fourth and fifth centuries the immaculate nature 
of Mary was mentioned in much more distinct terms, as is shown by 
Mr. Bryant, in his history of the dogma. There are several passages 
in the writings of Augustine more to the purpose than any hints of the 
Koran. "We might also question the opinion of M. Mathieu concerning 
the expedition of Jason, — that it is proved to be a fact by the num- 
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ber of fables which are joined to it. In that way, half the myths in 
history might be proved to be facts. St. Patrick, King Arthur, and 
the Wandering Jew, have much larger resources in this kind than the 
classic hunters of the Golden Fleece. 

In the second volume, which treats of the Turkish Empire as it is 
to-day, the different races which it holds in subjection, Turks, Greeks, 
Albanians, Bulgarians, Armenians, Kurds, Jews, and Gypsies, — the 
institutions, civil, social, and religious, — Legislation, Justice, Finance, 
Industry, Science and the Arts, the Army and the Navy, — we notice 
one or two inaccuracies, and a few assertions which need proof. 
M. Mathieu has not studied either the history or the opinions of the 
Druses with sufficient care, and is at fault also in his account of the 
Maronites. We are quite sure that the Armenian Church does 
not recognize as orthodox any "who believe that the Holy Spirit is 
of the female sex." Nor yet has the Armenian Church the organiza- 
tion which he describes. It has a chief " Catholicos," who resides at 
Erivan, and not five equal patriarchs. One of the highest dignitaries 
lives in Jerusalem. 

Two remarkable assertions are made by M. Mathieu about Islam 
and the Koran. One is that fatalism is no part of the religion of Mo- 
hammed, and is not taught in the sacred book. This certainly denies 
a favorite and almost universal theory. M. Mathieu admits that the 
Turks are practically fatalists, but maintains that they never learned 
to be so from their religion or its founder. " Fatalism," he says, " has 
never been taught in Islam, and it is of constant inculcation among 
Mussulman doctors, that to deny the full liberty of human actions is to 
fall into unbelief." " It is the barbarism, and not the dogma," he adds, 
which makes fatalists of the Orientals. 

The other assertion, still more surprising, is that the Koran has 
no authority as a test of faith and practice, and that tradition has 
superseded it as thoroughly as the Talmud with the Jews has super- 
seded the ancient Law. He maintains that the study of the Koran in 
the schools is a purely literary exercise, and that no one thinks of re- 
garding it as a text-book of morals, politics, or even theology. It is 
hardly more considered in courts of justice, or in the councils of the 
Ulemas, than the poems of Homer in the court of Otho. It has been 
usually supposed that the prohibition of printing the Koran arose from 
the excessive reverence in which the book was held, and such an ex- 
planation we have heard more than once from the lips of intelligent 
Moslems. But M. Mathieu says, that the prohibition grew out of a 
wish to screen from condemnation authorized sins ; that it is not 
printed, for fear that the people should see the difference between its 
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teaching and the average public morality. We are not satisfied with 
this statement, nor are we prepared to believe that the Koran has lost 
with its devotees all influence or weight. M. Mathieu reiterates his 
assertion, and has no misgiving concerning it. 

Another statement which he makes concerning the difference be- 
tween the Sunnites and the Shiites in regard to the Koran as a created 
existence, the former maintaining that it began to be, while the latter 
asserts its eternity, is open to some question. Equally curious is his 
discrimination between the Greek and Latin Purgatories ; the Latin 
Purgatory being a place of bodily suffering, while in the Greek, souls 
are purified by the expectation of bliss. The Greek Purgatory is a 
very pleasant place for the wicked. 

All travellers in the East must have remarked the universal cus- 
tom of carrying strings of beads, and twirling them in conversation. 
It is not easy to learn the reason for this custom from the men who 
practise it. But M. Mathieu insists that it is for the purpose of bringing 
the hands in front of the body. In a different posture, hostility is im- 
plied. A man who meets you with hands behind his back, must be 
regarded as your enemy. He is not the first to mention the resem- 
blance of the Gypsy dialect to the Sanscrit, or the fact that Orientals 
worship the dove. Some may think him too harsh in stigmatizing all 
Turkish justice as venal, and representing bribery as the universal cus- 
tom in the courts ; but he has not much overstated the fact. The 
custom of compelling the winner, rather than the loser, to pay the costs 
of court, has no doubt a salutary effect in checking litigation. But it 
would require more space than we have to do justice to these very 
valuable and instructive volumes. The closing chapter on Turkish 
reforms, which M. Mathieu considers entirely chimerical, and the Ap- 
pendix, which contains a careful description of the walls, the mosques, 
and the various Christian and mediaeval remains of Constantinople, ex- 
hibit well the characteristics of the author's thought and style. 



3. Shakspeare. Jules Cesar, Tragedie traduite en Vers Frangais. 
Avec le Texte Anglais au Bas des Pages. Precedee cTune Etude et 
suivie de Notes. Par C. Caklhaut. Paris : Didot. 1856. 8vo. 
pp. 248. 

All attempts to naturalize in France the dramas of Shakespeare 
seem destined to fail. The Germans boast that Schlegel's transla- 
tions enable them to understand these great works better than the 
English themselves; and with reason they claim that Hamlet and 
47 * 



